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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The purpose of this report is to assess the importance and sensitivity of the known, as well as the
potential, archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage environment of the proposed development
site at Shackleton Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare; and to identify the impact of the proposed development
on this environment and to propose mitigation measures to reduce any impacts on said environment.
These works were undertaken for Glenveagh Properties PLC. in advance of an application for planning
permission.
The works involve a proposed strategic housing development (SHD) involving the construction of 152
no. units. The proposed development will also include the provision of a creche, ancillary resident
facilities, car parking, bicycle parking, revised landscaping and boundary treatments, along Shackleton
Road and all ancillary works necessary to facilitate the proposed development.
The results of this impact assessment indicate that the proposed development will not impact on any
known cultural heritage receptors and that the potential for the development to uncover any unknown
features of archaeological, architectural or cultural heritage is low. In addition, there will be no indirect
impacts on the cultural heritage sites identified within the study area. As such, no archaeological
mitigation measures are recommended in relation to this development.
Please note all recommendations are subject to the approval of the Local Authority and the National
Monuments Service, Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.
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1

INTRODUCTION

This report details the archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage issues that need to be
addressed in respect of a proposed development at Shackleton Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare (ITM:
695843, 732958) (Figure 1). These works were undertaken for Glenveagh Properties PLC.
This study has been undertaken in advance of an application for planning permission.
This assessment has been undertaken in accordance with the provisions of the following legislative
procedures which are further detailed in Appendix 3:
 National Monuments Acts 1930‐2004
• Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act, 1999
• Local Government (Planning and Development) Acts 2000‐2001
It has also been undertaken in accordance with the policies set out in Section 11 of the Kildare
Development Plan 2017–2023.

1.1

Site location

The proposed development site is situated opposite Grattan Court housing estate to the northwest of
Shackleton Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare. It is bounded to the south, west and north by agricultural
fields (Plate 1).

1.2

Proposed development

The work involves a proposed strategic housing development (SHD) involving the construction of 152
no. units. The proposed development will also include the provision of a creche, ancillary resident
facilities, car parking, bicycle parking, revised landscaping and boundary treatments, along Shackleton
Road and all ancillary works necessary to facilitate the proposed development (Figure 7).

1.3

Study area

The study area for this assessment has been defined in respect of two factors: 1.) the ability of
sites/information sources to provide information pertaining to the archaeological potential of the
proposed development site, and 2.) the potential physical impact, as well as impact on setting, that the
proposed scheme may have on sites of cultural heritage significance.
Taking these factors into account the study area has been defined as follows:
Subject
National Monuments and
Recorded archaeological
monuments (RMPs)
Protected Structures and/or their
curtilage
Architectural Conservation Areas
(ACAS)
Structures recorded in the NIAH

Study area
Within 250 m of proposed development site

Within approx. 250 m proposed development site
Within approx. 250 m proposed development site
Within approx. 250 m of proposed development site
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Subject
Unregistered features of cultural
heritage
Townland boundaries
Areas of archaeological potential
Previous Excavations
Topographical files

Study area
Within proposed development site
Within proposed development site
Within proposed development site
Within townlands bounding and adjacent to the proposed development
site
Within respective townland incorporated by the proposed development
site

Table 1 – Dimensions of the study area
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2

OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY

2.1

Objectives

This study aims to assess the baseline archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage environment;
evaluate the likely significant impacts that the proposed development will have on this environment
and provide mitigation measures, in accordance with the policies of the National Monuments Service,
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DoHLGH) and Kildare County Council, the
National Monuments Acts 1930‐2004 and best practise guidelines, to ameliorate these impacts.
In order to provide a comprehensive assessment, an extensive desktop study in addition to a field
inspection of the proposed development area was undertaken.
The scope and methodology for the baseline assessment has been devised with reference to the
following guidelines:
-

2.2

Environmental Protection Agency (2002) ‘Guidelines on the information to be contained in
Environmental Impact Statements’
Environmental Protection Agency (2003) ‘Advice notes on current practice (in the preparation
of Environmental Impact Statements)’
Environmental Protection Agency (2017) ‘Draft Guidelines on the information to be contained
in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR)’
Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands (DAHGI) (1999) ‘Frameworks and
Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage’
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (2004) ‘Architectural
Heritage Guidelines’
National Roads Authority (2005) ‘Guidelines for the Assessment of Architectural Heritage
Impacts of National Road Schemes’
National Roads Authority (2005) ‘Guidelines for the Assessment of Archaeological Heritage
Impacts of National Road Schemes’

Desktop Study Methodology

The present assessment of the archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage of the proposed
development area is based on a desktop study of a number of documentary and cartographic sources.
The desktop study was further augmented by an examination of aerial photography as well as a field
survey. The main sources consulted in completing the desktop study are listed here.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) and Record of Monuments and Places (RMP)
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage
Kildare Development Plan 2017–2023
National Museum of Ireland (NMI) Topographical Files
Excavations Bulletin
Kildare County Archaeology GIS
Aerial Photographs
Cartographic Sources
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2.3

Field Inspection Methodology

A field inspection of the proposed development site was undertaken by Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
on 19 April 2021 (Plates 1–6).
The primary purpose of a field inspection is to assess local topography in order to identify any potential
low‐visibility archaeological and/or historical sites that are not currently recorded and which may be
impacted upon negatively by the proposed development. It is also the purpose of the field inspection
to survey any known monuments or sites and to consider the relationship between them and the
surrounding landscape, all of which need to be considered during the assessment process.
The methodology used during the field inspection involved recording the present land use as well as
the existing topography for the entire area comprising the proposed development site. A photographic
record and written description were compiled for any known and/or potential sites of archaeological,
architectural and/or cultural significance.

2.4

Methodology used for assessing baseline value of sites

In order to categorise the baseline environment in a systemised manner, ‘baseline values’ have been
assigned to each identified site of cultural heritage significance and/or potential within the study area.
The baseline value of a site is determined with reference to the ‘importance’ and ‘sensitivity’ of the site.
In accordance with NRA Guidelines, the importance of a site is determined based on the following
criteria: legal status, condition, historical associations, amenity value, ritual value, specimen value,
group value and rarity.
The sensitivity of a site is determined based on the presence of extant remains and/or the potential for
associated sub‐surface remains of the feature to be present in situ.
It should be noted that the National Monuments Act 1930‐2004 does not differentiate between recorded
archaeological sites on the basis of relative importance or sensitivity. In addition, the Local Government
(Planning and Development) Act, 2000 does not differentiate between Protected Structures or Areas of
Architectural Conservation on the basis of relative importance or sensitivity either. Consequently,
professional judgement has been exercised to rate these features based on their perceived importance
and sensitivity in relation to physical impacts and impacts on setting.
Taking the above factors into consideration, the criteria that have been defined are provided in Table 2
below.

‐
‐
‐
‐
‐

‐

Subject
Recorded Archaeological Monuments
Protected Structures
Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs)
Sites listed in the NIAH that are not Protected Structures
Unregistered built heritage sites that comprise extant remains which
are in good condition and/or which are regarded as constituting
significant cultural heritage features
Unrecorded features of archaeological potential

Baseline Value
Very High

High
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Subject
‐ Unregistered built heritage sites that comprise extant remains which
are in poor condition
‐ Unregistered cultural heritage sites (not including built heritage sites)
that comprise extant remains
‐ Townland boundaries that comprise extant remains
‐ Marshy/wetland areas
‐ Unregistered cultural heritage sites for which there are no extant
remains but where there is potential for associated subsurface
evidence
‐ Townland boundaries for which there are no extant remains
‐ Unregistered cultural heritage sites for which there are no extant
remains and where there is little or no potential for associated
subsurface evidence
Table 2 – Baseline values of sites

Baseline Value
Medium/High

Medium/Low

Low

Caution should be exercised when assessing the perceived significance of an archaeological,
architectural or cultural heritage site as such categorisation is open to subjectivity. In addition, the
perceived levels of importance as identified in this report are liable to future revision in the instance
where new information, through the undertaking of further archaeological investigations, is provided.

2.5

Type of impacts

The following table lists the type of impacts that a proposed development may have on the cultural
heritage resource:
Type of Impacts
Direct

Definition
Direct impacts arise where an archaeological, architectural and/or cultural
heritage feature or site is physically located within the footprint of the
proposed development, or its associated physical impact zone, whereby the
removal of part, or all of the feature or site is thus required.
Indirect
Indirect impacts arise when an archaeological, architectural or cultural
heritage feature is not located within the footprint of the proposed
development, or its associated physical impact zone, and thus is not impacted
directly. Such an impact could include impact on setting or impact on the zone
of archaeological potential of site whereby the actual site itself is not
physically affected.
Cumulative
The addition of many impacts to create a large, significant impact.
Undeterminable
Whereby the full consequence that the proposed development may have on
the cultural heritage resource is not known
Residual
The degree of environmental change that will occur after the proposed
mitigation measures have taken effect.
Table 3 – Type of impacts

2.6

Methodology used for assessing magnitude of impacts

The methodology used to assess the magnitude of potential pre‐mitigation impacts, as well as residual
impacts, of the proposed development on the baseline environment is presented in Table 4 below.
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Impact magnitude
Severe

‐

‐

Major

Moderate

‐

Criteria
Applies where mitigation would be unlikely to remove adverse effects.
Reserved for adverse, negative effects only. These effects arise where an
archaeology site is completely and irreversibly destroyed.
An impact that obliterates the architectural heritage of a structure or
feature of national or international importance. These effects arise where
an architectural structure or feature is completely and irreversibly
destroyed by the proposed development. Mitigation is unlikely to remove
adverse effects.
An impact which, by its magnitude, duration or intensity, alters an
important aspect of the environment. An impact like this would be where
part of a site would be permanently impacted upon, leading to a loss of
character, integrity and data about an archaeological feature/site.

‐

An impact that by its magnitude, duration or intensity alters the character
and/or the setting of the architectural heritage. These effects arise where
an aspect or aspects of the architectural heritage is/are permanently
impacted upon leading to a loss of character and integrity in the
architectural structure or feature. Appropriate mitigate is likely to reduce
the impact

‐

A beneficial or positive effect that permanently enhances or restores the
character and/or setting of a feature of archaeological or cultural heritage
significance in a clearly noticeable manner.
A medium impact arises where a change to a site/monument is proposed
which though noticeable, is not such that the archaeological integrity of
the site is compromised and which is reversible. This arises where an
archaeological feature can be incorporated into a modern day
development without damage and that all procedures used to facilitate
this are reversible.

‐

‐

A medium impact to a site/monument may also arise when a site is fully
or partly excavated under license and all recovered data is preserved by
record.

‐

An impact that results in a change to the architectural heritage which,
although noticeable is not such that alters the integrity of the heritage. The
change is likely to be consistent with existing and emerging trends.
Impacts are probably reversible and may be of relatively short duration.
Appropriate mitigation is very likely to reduce the impact.

‐

A beneficial or positive effect that results in partial or temporary
enhancement of the character and/or setting of a feature of archaeological
or cultural heritage significance in a clearly noticeable manner.
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Impact magnitude
Minor

Negligible

‐

Criteria
An impact which causes changes in the character of the environment, such
as visual impact, which are not high or very high and do not directly
impact or affect an archaeological feature or monument.

‐

An impact that causes some minor change in the character of architectural
heritage of local or regional importance without affecting its integrity or
sensitivities. Although noticeable, the effects do not directly impact on the
architectural structure or feature. Impacts are reversible and of relatively
short duration. Appropriate mitigation will reduce the impact.

‐

A beneficial or positive effect that causes some minor or temporary
enhancement of the character of an architectural heritage significance
which, although positive, is unlikely to be readily noticeable.
An impact on archaeological features or monument capable of
measurement but without noticeable consequences.

‐

‐

An impact on architectural heritage of local importance that is capable of
measure merit but without noticeable consequences.

‐

A beneficial or positive effect on architectural heritage of local importance
that is capable of measurement but without noticeable consequences.
Table 4 – Criteria used for rating magnitude of impacts

2.7

Methodology used for assessing significance level of impacts

The significance level of a construction or operation impact on a feature is assessed by combining the
magnitude of the impact and baseline value of the feature. The matrix in Table 5 provides a guide to
decision‐making, but is not a substitute for professional judgement and interpretation, particularly
where the baseline value or impact magnitude levels are not clear or are borderline between categories.
The permanence of the effects are also taken into account, with irreversible effects being more
significant while temporary or reversible changes are likely to be less significant.
Magnitude
of Impact

Baseline Value
Medium/High

Very High
High
Very
Very
Severe
significant
significant
Significant
Very
Major
significant
Significant
Moderate
Moderate
Significant
Moderate
Slight
Minor
Moderate
Slight
Slight
Negligible Slight
Slight
Negligible
Table 5 – Criteria for assessing significance level of impacts

2.8

Medium/Low

Low

Moderate

Slight

Slight
Slight
Negligible
Negligible

Slight
Negligible
Negligible
Negligible

Difficulties experienced during compilation of assessment

No significant difficulties were encountered during the preparation of this impact assessment.
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3
3.1

BASELINE/RECEIVING ENVIRONMENT
Designated archaeological sites

3.1.1
Record of Monuments and Places (RMPs)
Section 12 (1) of the National Monuments Act 1994 made provision the establishment and maintenance
of a Record of Monuments & Places (RMP). Under this Act, each site recorded in the Record of
Monuments and Places is granted statutory protection. When the owner or occupier of a property, or
any other person proposes to carry out, or to cause, or to permit the carrying out of any work at or in
relation to a recorded archaeological monument they are required to give notice in writing to the
Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 2 months before commencing that work.
There are no recorded archaeological monuments incorporated by the study area (please refer to
Section 1.3: Study Area).
3.1.2
National Monuments
National monuments are broken into two categories; National Monuments in the ownership or
guardianship of the state and National Monuments in the ownership or guardianship of a local
authority. Section 8 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1954 provides for the publication of
a list of monuments, the preservation, of which, are considered to be of national importance. Two
months’ notice must be given to the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht where work is
proposed to be carried out at or in relation to any National Monument.
There are no National Monuments incorporated by the study area (please refer to Section 1.3: Study
Area).
3.1.3
Sites with Preservation Orders
The National Monuments Act 1930‐2004 provide for the making of Preservation Orders and Temporary
Preservation Orders in respect of National Monuments. Under Section 8 of the National Monument Act
1930 (as amended) the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, can place a Preservation Order
on a monument if, in the Ministersʹ opinion, it is a National Monument in danger of being or is actually
being destroyed, injured or removed or is falling into decay through neglect. The Preservation Order
ensures that the monument shall be safeguarded from destruction, alteration, injury, or removal, by
any person or persons without the written consent of the Minister.
There are no sites with preservation orders incorporated by the study area (please refer to Section 1.3:
Study Area).

3.2

Designated architectural heritage sites

In 1997 Ireland ratified the Granada Convention on architectural heritage. This provided the basis for
a national commitment to the protection of the architectural heritage throughout the country. The Local
Government (Planning and Development) Act 2000, and the Architectural Heritage (National
Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999, made the legislative changes
necessary to provide for a strengthening of the protection of architectural heritage.
3.2.1
Record of Protected Structures
The Kildare Development Plan 2017–2023 was consulted for schedules of Protected Structures. These
are buildings that a planning authority considers to be of special interest from an architectural,
historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social, and/or technical point of view. Protected
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Structures receive statutory protection from injury or demolition under Section 57 (1) of the Local
Government (Planning and Development) Act 2000. Protected structure status does not exclude
development or alteration but requires the developer to consult with the relevant planning authority
to ensure that elements which make the structure significant are not lost during development.
There is one Protected Structure within the study area, B11–22, Celbridge Manor Hotel, originally
Celbridge Collegiate School (CH001), (please refer to Section 1.3: Study Area). There are no protected
structures within the proposed development site (Figure 2).
3.2.2
Architectural Conservation Areas
The Kildare Development Plan 2017–2023 was consulted for records relating to Architectural
Conservation Areas ((hereinafter ‘ACAs’). The stated objective of ACAs is to conserve and enhance the
special character of the area, including traditional building stock and material finishes, spaces,
streetscapes, landscape and setting.
There are no areas listed as ACAs within the study area (please refer to Section 1.3: Study Area).
3.2.3
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH)
The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (hereinafter the ʹNIAHʹ) is a state initiative under the
administration of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and was established on a
statutory basis under the provisions of the Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic
Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999. Its purpose is to identify, record and evaluate the
post‐1700 architectural heritage of Ireland, uniformly and consistently, as an aid in the protection and
conservation of the built heritage. NIAH surveys provide the basis for the recommendations of the
Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to the planning authorities for the inclusion of particular
structures in their Record of Protected Structures (RPS).
There is one structure listed in the NIAH within the study area, NIAH Reg: 11901104, Celbridge
Collegiate School (also a protected Structure B11–22) (please refer to Section 1.3: Study Area). There are
no NIAH sites within the proposed development area (Figure 2, Plate 6).
3.2.4
Undesignated Cultural Heritage Sites that Comprise Extant Remains
Undesignated cultural heritage sites which comprise extant remains are typically, though not always,
post‐1700 in date. The majority of these sites are represented on the 6” and/or 25” Ordnance Survey
maps. Many constitute country houses and associated lodges, while others may be vernacular
buildings, dwellings, bridges or industrial features, hollow‐ways, mass rocks etc.
There are two undesignated cultural heritage sites that comprise extant remains present within the
study area Springfield House (CH006) and a gate lodge formerly associated with Springfield House
(CH007). There are no undesignated cultural heritage sites that comprise extant remains present within
the proposed development site (Figure 2, Plate 5).
3.2.5
Undesignated Cultural Heritage Sites that do not Comprise Extant Remains
Undesignated cultural heritage features which do comprise extant remains typically include features
such as lime kilns, dwellings, outhouses, trackways etc which are identifiable on maps such as the 6”
and/or 25” Ordnance Surveys but which no longer have an above‐ground presence.
There are three undesignated cultural heritage sites that do not comprise extant remains within the
study area. These are early 19th century buildings/ dwellings (CH001), (CH004 and CH005) (Plate 2).
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3.2.6
Townland Boundaries
A townland is the smallest official land unit in the country. Ireland is made up of approximately 60,000
townlands. Research into the name of these land units frequently provides information relating to its
archaeology, history, folklore, ownership, topography or land use. Most place names were anglicised
by the time the Ordnance Survey began in the 1830s. Despite some inaccuracies in translation, the
Gaelic, Viking, Anglo‐Norman and English origins of place names are generally recognisable.
Examination of the First Edition 6” Ordnance Survey map demonstrates that two townland
boundaries (CH002)—between Ballymakealy Upper & Oldtown and (CH003)—between Ballymakealy
Upper & Ballymakealy Lower are incorporated by the study area (Figure 2, Plates 3 and 4; Appendix
1).

3.3

Areas of archaeological potential

Analysis of historic mapping (see Section 3.5 below) indicates that a series of buildings/ dwellings
(CH001), (CH004) and CH005) were present within the study area (along the corner of the Clane Road)
from at least the mid‐19th century, with one of these buildings (CH001) located within the southeast
corner of the proposed site. No upstanding remains survive from any of these buildings, and it is likely
that agricultural field improvement, the development and widening of Shackleton Road and the
associated junction with Clane road and Church Road has removed all sub‐surface remains of these
features. As such it can be considered that there are no AAPs incorporated within the study area (please
refer to Section 1.3: Study Area).

3.4

Archaeological and historical context

Celbridge is sited on the River Liffey in Northeast Kildare and derives its name from the Irish Cill
Droichid meaning ʺChurch of bridgeʺ or ʺChurch by the bridgeʺ, indicating an early medieval church
site at this location (Lewis 1837). The Irish name was historically anglicised as Kildrought, which
remained in use up until the early 18th century before being changed to Celbridge, the name Kildrought
only surviving as the parish name.
Although very little is known about the early medieval church of Cill Droichid, Killanin and Duignan
(1967, 159), indicates that it had an association with St Mochúa, who also founded the monastery at
Clondalkin c. the eighth century AD (Doherty 2001, 182–9). There is no direct evidence for an early
medieval church within the town, but it is believed to have been located at the site of the later medieval
church (RMP KD011‐012005‐) to the south of Church Road. It is thought that the sweeping curve of
Church Road around the later medieval church and graveyard may have followed the line of an early
ecclesiastical enclosure (Bradley et al. 1986, Vol. 2, 126).
Celbridge formed part of the ʹcantred of Offelan nearest Dublinʹ and was granted to Adam De Hereford
by Strongbow before 1176 (Bradley et al. 1986, Vol. 2, 126‐36). Adam founded the Priory of St. Wolstanʹs
in the early thirteenth century AD, for Canons of the Order of St. Victor, in memory of St. Wulfstan or
Wolstan, Bishop of Worcester, who was canonized by Pope Innocent III at the same time. De Hereford
granted the lands associated with St Wolstons to Richard, the first Prior. These lands included the
Donaghcumper church, ‘the lands…and…church of Donacomper’, which is also believed to have its
origins in the early medieval period. The priory increased its land holdings over the following century,
being granted lands at Castle Dillon, the manor of Donacomper, as well as the churches (and therefore
tithes) of Stacumny, Donaghmore and Killadoon By the time of its dissolution in 1536, the priory held
significant lands between Straffan and Lucan, including the townland of Ballymakealy (Cane 1919).
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Adam De Hereford granted Celbridge (ʹKildrochʹ) to his brother John, who was in turn succeeded by
his son Thomas, on whose death, before 1224, Celbridge passed to his son‐in‐law Milo de Rochford.
The Rochfords held Celbridge until the mid‐14th c. Although the earliest evidence for the existence of
a borough occurs in 1401, there was clearly a significant settlement there by 1314 when Henry le Waleys
was charged with breaking the ʹdoors of houses in the town of Kildroghtʹ and taking geese, hens, bread,
and beer (Bradley et al. 1986, Vol. 2, 126‐36).
Around 1387‐9, John Rout and Richard Arblaster, chaplains, were given royal licence to enfeoff Maurice
FitzThomas, earl of Kildare, with the manor of Kildroght. The manor was forfeited after the rebellion
of Silken Thomas, and in 1536, it was granted to John Alen, Master of the Rolls. By 1554, it had been
restored to the Kildares when the earl requested the Lord Deputy to confirm the manor of Castletown
(i.e., the town of the castle of Celbridge) to Gerald Sutton, who was later to forfeit it because of his part
in the Baltinglass rebellion of 1580. In 1587, the manor of Castletown‐Kildroght was granted to John
Dongan, and the Donganʹs held it for most of the 17th c. (Doohan 1984).
In 1654, the Civil Survey recorded ʹone stone house. intended for a malt house, a bridge over the Liffey
and three mills in Celbridge, while the 1659 census gave the population of Kildroght as 63 and
Celbridge as 34. In 1674, Celbridge was granted a weekly market and two‐yearly fairs. A burgage plot
pattern is evident on 19th century maps, but subsequent building has severely eroded it.
In 1722, the famous Castletown House was built for William Connolly the Speaker of the Irish House
of Commons. It was designed by Italian architect Alessandro Galilei (1691–1737). In the early nineteenth
century the town had approximately 2400, with approximately 1650 resident within the town. At this
time, it consisted of 270 houses owned by the Rt. Hon. W. Connolly, speaker of the Irish House of
Commons. The village’s main industry was woollen manufacture and various mill and factory
buildings were erected in the village at the beginning of the nineteenth century employing 600 people
(Lewis 1837).
Collegiate School (Celbridge Manor Hotel)
The former Collegiate School on the Clane Road (CH008) was built 1732 by architect Thomas Burgh
who also built the Royal Barracks and famous library building at Trinity College both in Dublin. The
Collegiate School was founded as a charity school by Louisa Conolly of Castletown (1743–1821).

3.5

Cartographic evidence

3.5.1
1st Edition Ordnance Survey 6‐inch series (1838)
This map shows the development site to the northwest of the Clane Road. The site appears as series of
rectangular agricultural field/ greenfields. The largest field is located on the western half of the
proposed development site with the eastern half broken down in three smaller rectilinear fields. A
cluster of buildings/ possibly dwellings can be seen on the corner of the Clane Road (CH001), (CH004)
and (CH005). One of which (CH001) is located within the southeast corner of the proposed
development site. Springfield House and associated lands (CH006) and the Charter School (CH008) are
shown to the southwest and southeast of the proposed development respectively (Figure 4).
3.5.2
Ordnance Survey 25‐inch series map (1910‐11)
This shows no great changes to the field layout depicted on the previous 19th century mapping, though
it appears that two of the buildings (CH001) and (CH005) have been removed, including the building
(Ch001) within the proposed development site. The lands surrounding Springfield House (CH006)
have undergone some alteration, with a gate lodge building (CH007) now depicted in the northeast
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corner of the Springfield lands. Quarrying activity is also annotated on the lands to the northeast of the
Charter School, now annotated as Collegiate School (Figure 5).
3.5.3
Ordnance Survey Cassini 6‐inch series
This map shows no great changes to the field layout depicted on the previous 20th century mapping.
The field layout is approximately the same although the eastern fields appear to have been
amalgamated into an open larger field. The building at the corner of the Clane road (CH004) appears
to have been developed and the plot reflects the present‐day layout (Figure 6).

3.6

Recent excavations

A number of archaeological investigations have been undertaken at adjacent sites primarily along
Church Road and in the vicinity of the possible ecclesiastical site associated with St Mochúa (see
Appendix 2). However, no features of archaeological significance were identified during these
investigations.
The most interesting investigations were those undertaken in the townland of Griffinrath to the
northwest of the proposed development during the Kildare Water Strategy (Phase 1B), Ballygoran to
Castlewarden pipeline scheme under licence 13E0016. Two sites Griffinrath 1 and 2, linked to Bronze
Age burnt mound activity were identified on this scheme. The site at Griffinrath 1, produced features
likely to be associated with burnt mound‐type activities, including a trough and three pits. The site at
Griffinrath 2 also produced features likely to be associated with burnt mound‐type activities. The key
features recorded were a large irregular‐shaped pit, which may have been used for water storage, and
an adjacent oval trough. The overlying burnt mound deposit was relatively shallow which is likely to
be as a result continuous ploughing over a period of time. A sample of alder charcoal from the basal fill
of trough (C20) returned an early Bronze Age date for this activity.
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4
4.1

IMPACT STATEMENT
Description of the site

The proposed development site is located to the west of Celbridge town. It comprises a series of
agricultural fields situated to the northwest of Shackleton Road, opposite Grattan Court housing estate.
It is bounded to the south, west and north by agricultural fields (Figure 1, Plate 1).
The historic mapping indicates that a series of buildings/ dwellings (CH001), (CH004) and CH005) were
present at the corner of Church road and Clane Road from at least the mid‐19th century, with one of
these buildings (CH001) located within the southeast corner of the proposed site (Figure 4). Two of
these buildings (CH001 & (CH005) are not present on the 25‐inch OS map, with the third (CH004)
having undergone substantial expansion by the 1950’s (Figure 5). No upstanding remains survive from
any of these buildings, and it is likely that agricultural field improvement, the development of the
Shackleton Road and the associated junction of Clane road and Church Road has removed all sub‐
surface remains.
The historic mapping also demonstrates that two townland boundaries (CH002 & CH003) are present,
forming the northeast and southeast boundaries of the proposed development site (Figure 4). The
townland boundary between Ballymakealy Upper & Oldtown (CH003) forms the north eastern
boundary of the proposed development site. It consists of a hedge populated with semi‐mature trees,
scrub and an open live ditch. The alignment of this townland boundary will be preserved by the
perimeter of the proposed development. The second townland boundary between Ballymakealy Upper
& Ballymakealy Lower forms the south eastern boundary of the proposed site. There are no surviving
upstanding remains of this boundary, whose alignment is preserved by the layout of Shackleton Road.
The alignment of this townland boundary will be retained by the proposed development.
There are two unregistered cultural heritage sites that comprise extant remains within the study area:
Springfield House (CH006) and its associated Gate Lodge CH007). Springfield House dates to 1763,
with the associated Gate Lodge dating from the mid‐1800s. There will be no impact to these sites from
the proposed development.
There is one structure listed in the NIAH within the study area, Celbridge Collegiate School (CH008)
NIAH Reg: 11901104, which is also a protected Structure B11–22. Formerly known as Celbridge Charter
School this detached eleven‐bay two‐storey charter school with dormer attic, was built 1732‐7 to designs
by Thomas Burgh (1670‐1730). It was closed in 1973 and underwent a change of use in in 1980s,
renovation in 2002 and currently operates as Celbridge Manor Hotel.
This building represents an important component of the early eighteenth‐century built heritage of
County Kildare and is described in the NIAH register as a detached eleven‐bay two‐storey charter
school with dormer attic, on a U‐shaped plan centred on five‐bay two‐storey pedimented breakfront;
five‐bay two‐storey side elevations. The building has a hipped slate roof, including gablets to window
openings to dormer attic centred on pitched (gabled) slate roof (breakfront), clay ridge tiles, and cast‐
iron rainwater goods on ogee‐detailed cut‐limestone cornice retaining cast‐iron downpipes. Part
creeper‐ or ivy‐covered walls with cut‐ or hammered limestone flush quoins to corners including cut‐
or hammered limestone flush quoins to corners (breakfront) supporting ogee‐detailed cut‐limestone
pediment. Round‐headed central opening with cut‐limestone blocked surround centred on cut‐
limestone keystone. Segmental‐headed door opening with limestone flagged threshold, and doorcase
with panelled pilasters framing timber panelled door having fanlight. Square‐headed flanking window
openings with cut‐limestone sills and cut‐limestone lintels framing six‐over‐six timber sash windows.
Pair of square‐headed central window openings in round‐headed recesses (first floor) with cut‐
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limestone sills and cut‐limestone monolithic surrounds centred on keystones framing four‐over‐four
timber sash windows. Remodelled square‐headed window openings (ground floor) with cut‐limestone
sills and cut‐limestone lintels framing nine‐over‐six timber sash windows without horns. Square‐
headed window openings (first floor) with cut‐limestone sills and cut‐limestone lintels framing six‐
over‐six or nine‐over‐six timber sash windows. Set in relandscaped grounds. There will be no impact
to this building from the proposed development.
4.1.1
Past impacts on site
Historic mapping indicates that the proposed development lands have been continuously used for
agricultural since at least the early 19th century. Land improvement practices and the development of
Shackleton Road are likely to have removed any trace of the building (CH001) depicted on the first
edition Ordnance Survey map within the southeast corner of proposed development lands. The
remaining lands have been largely unaffected.
4.1.2

Summary of baseline environment
Site Type

Summary

‐
‐
‐
‐

RMPs
National Monuments
Sites with Preservation Orders
Sites listed in the Register of
Historic Monuments

There are no RMPs incorporated by the study area or the
proposed development site. There are no National Monuments
or sites with Preservation Orders placed on them. There are no
site listed in the RHM.

‐

Protected Structures

There is one Protected Structure incorporated by the study area
(CH008). It is located to the southeast of the proposed
development site.

‐

Architectural
Areas (ACAs)

‐

Sites Listed in the NIAH

‐

Unregistered Cultural Heritage There are three unregistered cultural heritage sites
Sites
incorporated by the study area (CH001), (CH004) and CH005).

‐

Unregistered
Sites

‐

Areas/features
archaeological potential

‐

Townland boundaries

Conservation There are no Architectural Conservation Areas incorporated by
the study area.

Built

There is one site (CH008) listed in the NIAH incorporated by
the study area. It is located to the southeast of the proposed
development site.

Heritage There are two unregistered Built Heritage Sites incorporated
by the study area (CH006) and (CH007). Both sites are located
to the southwest of the development site.
of There are no areas/features of archaeological potential
incorporated by the study area.
There are two townland boundaries incorporated by the study
area (CH002) and (CH003). Both townland boundaries border
the proposed development site.

Table 9 – Summary of baseline environment

4.2

Description of the proposed development

The works involves a proposed strategic housing development (SHD) involving the construction of
150–170 no. units. The proposed development will also include the provision of a creche, ancillary
resident facilities, car parking, bicycle parking, revised landscaping and boundary treatments,
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upgrading of the public realm along Shackleton Road and all ancillary works necessary to facilitate the
proposed development.
4.3

Impact assessment

This section assesses the likely significant impacts that the proposed development will have on the
baseline/receiving environment, prior to the implementation of any mitigation measures. The
methodology used in ascertaining the baseline value of sites, the type, magnitude and significance level
of impacts is set out in Section 2 above.
Mitigation measures to ameliorate these impacts and the residual impact that the proposed scheme will
have on each site of cultural heritage significance and/or potential are provided in Sections 5 and 6
below.
The results of this impact assessment indicate that the development site (as a whole) will not impact on
any known cultural heritage receptors and that the potential for the development to uncover any
unknown features of archaeological, architectural or cultural heritage is low. In addition, there will be
no indirect impacts on the cultural heritage sites identified within the study area (Table 6) As such, no
archaeological mitigation measures are recommended in relation to this development.
Topsoil removal in addition to ground reduction works associated with the construction of foundations
and insertion of services will be required by the proposed development. These works will not impact
on the identified sites of cultural heritage.

CH
No.

Impact
Type

001

Direct

002

Indirect

003

Indirect

004

None.

005

None.

006

None.

Description of Impact
It is possible that
groundworks may affect
CH001, but it is more likely
that all sub‐surfaces have
been removed
The proposed development
may affect the TB, with
some tree felling required,
but its alignment will be
retained
None. The alignment of the
TB is preserved by the
alignment of Shackleton
Road
There will be no impact on
CH004 from the proposed
development
There will be no impact on
CH005 from the proposed
development
There will be no impact on
CH006 from the proposed
development

Magnitude of
impact prior to
implementation
of mitigation
measures

Baseline
Value

Significance level of
impact prior to
implementation of
mitigation measures

Negligible

Low

Negligible

Minor

Medium/
High

Negligible

Negligible

Medium/Low

Negligible

N/A

Low

N/A

N/A

Low

N/A

N/A

High

N/A
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CH
No.

Impact
Type

007

None.

008

None.

Description of Impact
There will be no impact on
CH007 from the proposed
development
There will be no impact on
CH008 from the proposed
development

Magnitude of
impact prior to
implementation
of mitigation
measures

Baseline
Value

Significance level of
impact prior to
implementation of
mitigation measures

N/A

High

N/A

N/A

Very High

N/A

Table 6 – Summary of impacts and impact magnitude prior to mitigation
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5

MITIGATION STRATEGY

The mitigation strategies outlined in this section detail the techniques to be adopted in order to
ameliorate the impacts that the proposed development may have on features of archaeological,
architectural and/or cultural heritage within the study area during both the construction and
operational phases of the scheme.
The results of this impact assessment indicate that the development site as a whole will not impact on
any known features of cultural heritage and that the potential for the development to uncover any
unknown features of archaeological, architectural or cultural heritage is low. As such, no further
archaeological mitigation is recommended in relation to this development.
The proposed recommendations are subject to approval by Kildare County Council and the National
Monuments Service, Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.
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6
6.1

CONCLUSIONS
Summary of archaeological findings

The results of this impact assessment indicate that the development site as a whole will not impact on
any known features of cultural heritage and that the potential for the development to uncover any
unknown features of archaeological, architectural or cultural heritage is low.

6.2

Recommendations

No further archaeological mitigation is recommended in relation to this development.
Please note all the recommendations in this report are subject to approval of Kildare County Council
and the National Monuments Service, Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.
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KEY
Development site

N

0

200 m

Figure 4 - First Edition 6-inch Ordnance Survey map (1838) with proposed development site outlined.
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Figure 5 - Second edition 25-inch Ordnance Survey map (1910-11) with proposed development site outlined.
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Figure 6 - Ordnance Survey Cassini 6-inch series (1930–40) with proposed development site outlined.
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Plate 1 - View of proposed development site looking northwest

Plate 2 - Location of 19th century structure (CH001) within southeast corner of proposed development
site

Plate 3 - View of townland boundary (CH002) between Ballymakealy Upper and Oldtown

Plate 4 - View of alignment of townland boundary (CH003) between Ballymakealy Upper and
Ballymakealy Lower

Plate 5 - View from proposed development towards Spring¿eld Lodge (CH005) and Spring¿eld House
(CH006)

Plate 6 - View from proposed development towards Celbridge manor Hotel (CH008) (masked by
Grattan Court housing estate

Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd.
An Archaeological, Architectural and Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment of a Proposed Development Site at Shackleton Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare.

Appendix 1 – Inventory of identified sites of cultural heritage significance and/or potential within study area
CH
No.

Category

ID

Summary

Description

Townland

Baseline
Value

ITM E

ITM
N

CH001

UCH (2)

N/A

Early 19 c.
Building

A rectilinear building is depicted in the southeast corner
of the proposed development on the corner of Church
Road and Clane Road

Ballymakealy
Upper

Low

695978

732799

CH002

TB

N/A

Townland
Boundary

Townland Boundary between Ballymakealy Upper and
Oldtown

Medium/High

695912

732985

CH003

TB

N/A

Townland
Boundary

Townland Boundary between Ballymakealy Upper and
Ballymakealy Lower

Medium Low/

696019

732859

CH004

UCH (2)

N/A

Early 19 c.
Building

Ballymakealy
Upper

Low

695961

732781

CH005

UCH (2)

N/A

Early 19 c.
Building

Ballymakealy
Upper

Low

695999

732792

CH006

UCH (1)

N/A

House

High

695642

732597

CH007

UCH (1)

N/A

Gate Lodge

High

695803

732652

Very High

696079

732611

CH008

PS &
NIAH

PS: B11‐
22
NIAH:
11901104

School

A rectilinear building is depicted to the southeast of the
proposed development on the corner of Church Road
and Clane Road
A rectilinear building is depicted to the east of the
proposed development on the corner of Church Road
and Clane Road
Springfield House dating from 1763 is located to the
southwest of the proposed development lands
Gate lodge associated with Springfield House, dating
from mid 1800s.
Celbridge Collegiate School 1730–1740. Formerly known
as Celbridge Charter School.
Description: Detached eleven‐bay two‐storey charter
school with dormer attic, built 1732‐7, on a U‐shaped
plan centred on five‐bay two‐storey pedimented
breakfront; five‐bay two‐storey side elevations.
Occupied, 1901; 1911. Closed, 1973. Adapted to

Ballymakealy
Upper/
Oldtown
Ballymakealy
Upper and
Ballymakealy
Lower

Ballymakealy
Upper
Ballymakealy
Upper

Ballymakealy
Lower

Appendices

Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd.
An Archaeological, Architectural and Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment of a Proposed Development Site at Shackleton Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare.

CH
No.

Category

ID

Summary

Description

Townland

Baseline
Value

ITM E

ITM
N

alternative use, 1980. Undergoing renovation, 2002.
Hipped slate roof on a U‐shaped plan including gablets
to window openings to dormer attic centred on pitched
(gabled) slate roof (breakfront), clay ridge tiles, and cast‐
iron rainwater goods on ogee‐detailed cut‐limestone
cornice retaining cast‐iron downpipes. Part creeper‐ or
ivy‐covered walls with cut‐ or hammered limestone
flush quoins to corners including cut‐ or hammered
limestone flush quoins to corners (breakfront)
supporting ogee‐detailed cut‐limestone pediment.
Round‐headed central opening with cut‐limestone
blocked surround centred on cut‐limestone keystone.
Segmental‐headed door opening with limestone flagged
threshold, and doorcase with panelled pilasters framing
timber panelled door having fanlight. Square‐headed
flanking window openings with cut‐limestone sills, and
cut‐limestone lintels framing six‐over‐six timber sash
windows. Pair of square‐headed central window
openings in round‐headed recesses (first floor) with cut‐
limestone sills, and cut‐limestone monolithic surrounds
centred on keystones framing four‐over‐four timber
sash windows. Remodelled square‐headed window
openings (ground floor) with cut‐limestone sills, and
cut‐limestone lintels framing nine‐over‐six timber sash
windows without horns. Square‐headed window
openings (first floor) with cut‐limestone sills, and cut‐
limestone lintels framing six‐over‐six or nine‐over‐six
timber sash windows. Set in relandscaped grounds.
Appraisal: A charter school erected to designs by
Thomas Burgh (1670‐1730) representing an important
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CH
No.

Category

ID

Summary

Description

Townland

Baseline
Value

ITM E

ITM
N

component of the early eighteenth‐century built heritage
of County Kildare with the architectural value of the
composition, one fulfilling a provision in the will of
William ʺSpeakerʺ Conolly (1662‐1729) of Castletown for
ʹa convenient building...for the reception of forty
orphans or other poor childrenʹ, confirmed by such
attributes as the symmetrical footprint centred on a
pedimented
breakfront;
the
robust
doorcase
demonstrating good quality workmanship in a silver‐
grey limestone; the diminishing in scale of the openings
on each floor producing a graduated visual impression;
and the miniature gablets embellishing a high pitched
roof shorn of the stout chimneys captured in a
photograph by Robert French (1841‐1917).

Note: The abbreviations that have been used for the ‘Category’ section are as follows:
RMP:
PS:
NIAH:
ACA:
UCH (1):
UCH (2):
TB:
AAP:

Recorded archaeological monument
Protected Structure
Site recorded in NIAH
Architectural Conservation Area
Unregistered cultural heritage site that comprises extant remains
Unregistered cultural heritage site that does not comprise extant remains
Townland boundary
Area/feature of archaeological potential
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Appendix 2

Previous archaeological investigations

The Excavations Bulletin is an annual account of all excavations carried out under license. The database
is available online at www.excavations.ie and includes excavations from 1985 to present. This database
was consulted as part of the desktop research for this report to establish if any archaeological
investigations had been carried out within the study area. The database did not hold any record of a
licensed excavation within the townland of Ballymakealy Upper or the surropunding townlands of
Ballymakealy Lower. Oldtown, or Griffenrath. The date base held four records for Church Road,
Celbridge, one record for Oakleypark, one record for Griffenrath and two for Oldtown. Summaries of
these accounts are outlined below.
County: Kildare Site name: CHURCH ROAD, CELBRIDGE
Sites and Monuments Record No.: SMR 11:01 201 Licence number: 99E0256
Author: Franc Myles, 9 Ben Edair Road, Stonybatter, Dublin 7.
Site type: No archaeological significance
ITM: E 696631m, N 733103m
Testing was carried out before the extension of an existing 19th‐century two‐storey cottage, the
foundations of which were expected to be dug to a depth of 0.8m. The site is within the Celbridge zone
of archaeological potential and is relatively close to the Early Christian foundation of St Mochua, the
enclosure of which is less than 100m to the west. While the modern Ordnance Survey maps suggest
that the site is just to the east of the enclosure (as evidenced in the pronounced curve on Church Road),
the 1939 edition suggests an outer enclosure to the south‐east of the church, now built upon. A
projection of this line to the north would bisect the proposed development.
Two trenches were opened by hand along the extent of the new walls. Both trenches encountered
bedrock that dipped from between 0.25m and 0.68m below the surface, which was sealed by 19th‐
century deposits.
County: Kildare Site name: 5 CHURCH ROAD, CELBRIDGE
Sites and Monuments Record No.: KD011–012 Licence number: 07E0389
Author: Martin E. Byrne, Byrne Mullins & Associates, 7 Cnoc na Gréine Square, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare.
Site type: Urban
ITM: E 696831m, N 733047m
The grant of planning for the construction of a rear extension to a dwelling and the construction of a
new additional residence within the rear and side garden areas of 5 Church Road, Celbridge, required
testing. The site is located on the northern side of Church Road and in the western area of the town. It
is situated within the zone of archaeological potential established for Celbridge and across the road
from the site of St Mochua’s early ecclesiastical site. The curving nature of Church Road at this location
is believed to preserve the outline of the original enclosure of St Mochua’s.
Six trenches were excavated by machine fitted with a toothless ditching/grading bucket, following
which the sides and bases were cleaned by hand and examined. In addition, the spoil was raked
through in order to determine the artefact‐bearing potential of the topsoil. Nothing of archaeological
interest was uncovered during the course of testing, which indicated that the surface of the underlying
bedrock lay at a depth of up to 0.45m below the existing ground surface.
County: Kildare Site name: 61 CHURCH ROAD, CELBRIDGE
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 03E0649
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Author: Clare Mullins, 31 Millford, Athgarvan, Co. Kildare.
Site type: No archaeological significance
ITM: E 696930m, N 733027m
Testing was carried out on the site of a proposed development at Church Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare,
on 20 May 2003 prior to the construction of a bungalow. The site is within the zone of archaeological
potential for Celbridge (SMR 11:12) and south‐east of St Mochua’s Church (SMR 11:12(04, 05)), which
is a medieval church on the site of a possibly Early Christian foundation.
Three trenches were inserted by machine. The overall impression from the stratigraphy within the
trenches was that levels had been significantly reduced over the entire area of the site. Stratigraphy
consisted of approximately 0.1–0.2m of topsoil, which lay directly upon the upper bedrock strata. Local
memory indicated that the area was once quarried and this may explain the absence of a subsoil layer.
A stone culvert was identified in Trench 3 at a distance of 7m from the street‐side boundary of the site.
There were no archaeological deposits or artefacts encountered on the site.

County: Kildare Site name: 155 CHURCH ROAD, CELBRIDGE
Sites and Monuments Record No.: SMR 11:12 Licence number: 04E1182
Author: Ken Wiggins, Judith Carroll & Co. Ltd, 13 Anglesea Street, Temple Bar, Dublin 2.
Site type: No archaeological significance
ITM: E 697049m, N 732950m
Testing took place on 1 September 2004 in the garden area at No. 155 Church Road, Celbridge, Co.
Kildare, which measured c. 23m (north‐south) by c. 11m. The proposed development comprises the
construction of a single detached house. Testing comprised the excavation of three cuttings using a
three‐ton mini‐digger fitted with a 1.2m‐wide flat‐edged ditching bucket. No features or finds of
archaeological significance were noted.
County: Kildare Site name: Oakley Park, Celbridge
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 96E0186
Author: Ronan Swan, 746 Howth Rd, Raheny, Dublin 5.
Site type: Urban
ITM: E 696830m, N 732827m
Archaeological investigation took place at Oakley Park, Celbridge, adjacent to the medieval monastery
of Kildrought.
Two conjoined trenches were mechanically cut, extending the full length of the area of the proposed
development. The areas tested corresponded to the line of the foundation trenches for the proposed
housing on this portion of the site. In all cases these were cut to reveal the underlying natural deposits.
Although a possible stone axehead was recovered from field‐walking in the vicinity of the trenches, no
archaeological artefacts or features were revealed and in no cases were deposits of archaeological
significance encountered. This site can thus be considered as having been archaeologically resolved.
County: Kildare Site name: Ballygoran, Moneycooly, Griffenrath, Oldtown, Corbally, Crippaun,
Possekstown, Barberstown Lower, Barberstown, Ardrass Upper, Lodgepark, Castledillon Lower,
Castledillon Upper, Clownings, Wheatfield Lower, Tipperstown, Baronrath, Keeloges, Boston,
Bishopscourt Lower and Oughterard
Sites and Monuments Record No.: KD014‐015, KD010‐023 Licence number: 13E0016, 13R006
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Author: Fintan Walsh
Site type: Burnt mound activity
ITM: E 694979m, N 735934m
Monitoring and excavation were carried out between December 2012 and June 2013 as part of the
Kildare Water Strategy (Phase 1A/B), Ballygoran to Castlewarden pipeline scheme, in County Kildare.
The pipeline ran through 21 townlands and was initially subject to desktop assessment in 2006 by IAC
Ltd. In 2011 testing was carried out at two locations along the route, which had been identified as
possessing archaeological potential (Kyle, 2011; Licence Ref.: 06E1020ext.), within the townlands of
Barberstown Lower, Castledillown Lower and Ardrass Upper. A single sub‐rounded pit (C3) was
identified within Test Trench 2 at Barberstown Lower. The pit measured 0.55m east–west x 0.52m and
was 0.1m deep where sectioned. The fill comprised a soft, friable mid to dark grey/brown silty clay
with moderate amounts of charcoal. A single piece of flint débitage was also recovered from C3.
Nothing of archaeological significance was uncovered in the remainder of the test trenches at
Barberstown Lower, Castledillown Lower and Ardrass Upper.
Monitoring of topsoil removal along the wayleave of the pipeline scheme, which measured c. 13km in
length and had a working wayleave width of c. 30m, resulted in the identification two previously
unidentified archaeological sites. These were excavated under licence 13E016. The site at Griffinrath 1
produced features likely to be associated with burnt mound‐type activities, including a trough and
three pits. These were focused on the centre‐east area of the site and it is probable that further features
and deposits continue beyond the eastern limit of the site. There was no evidence of a significant
overlying burnt mound deposit, however the fields are presently used for tillage so it is probable that
any overlying mound has been substantially levelled and ploughed out. It is also possible that any
associated mound deposit may be located outside the limits of the site to the east.
While a medieval date was returned for a sample of ash charcoal from the upper fill of trough C7 at
Griffinrath 1, it is though that this is likely to be intrusive and reflects later activity in the Griffinrath
area.
The site at Griffinrath 2 produced features likely to be associated with burnt mound‐type activities.
These were focussed on the north‐west quadrant of the site. The key features recorded were a large
irregular‐shaped pit, which may have been used for water storage, and an adjacent oval trough. The
overlying burnt mound deposit was relatively shallow which is likely to be as a result continuous
ploughing over a period of time. A sample of alder charcoal from the basal fill of trough (C20) returned
an early Bronze Age date for this activity.
As well as monitoring and excavation, metal detection and inspection of all spoil removed from 50m
on either side of the River Liffey was undertaken in the townlands of Castledillon Upper (south side of
the Liffey) and Ardrass Upper (north side of the Liffey). Metal detection took place between 4 and 5
March 2013 using a Viking HCH 1511 (V5) metal detector. No responses were noted.

County: Kildare Site name: Oldtown, Celbridge
Sites and Monuments Record No.: n/a Licence number: 17E0664
Author: Aidan OʹConnell
Site type: No archaeology found
ITM: E 696087m, N 733869m
A test excavation was carried out at the site of a proposed housing development at lands in Oldtown,
Celbridge, Co. Kildare. The site covers an approximate area of 3.87 ha (10 acres) and had been subject
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to severe modification by previous construction work activity with several grassed‐over mounds of
soil and there was extensive contamination with construction debris. A total of eight trenches (900
linear m) were mechanically excavated across the site. No archaeological features or artefacts were
identified.
County: Kildare Site name: OLDTOWN/AGHARDS
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 98E0104
Author: Rónán Swan, Arch‐Tech Ltd, 32 Fitzwilliam Place, Dublin 2.
Site type: No archaeological significance
ITM: E 696546m, N 733729m
A testing programme was undertaken to address the impact that the proposed development would
have on three distinct areas:
The area closest to St Mochuaʹs church
Three trenches were positioned to determine whether there was any evidence of an outer enclosure.
These trenches were opened by machine to an average depth of 0.85m. The stratigraphy revealed a
heavily disturbed ploughsoil overlying natural deposits and bedrock. There was no indication of any
archaeological features or deposits in this area.
The area of the townland boundary between Oldtown and Aghards
The purpose of these trenches, the average depth of which was 0.9m, was to determine the nature of
this townland boundary. A disturbed ploughsoil overlying a woody deposit and natural deposits was
revealed. This woody deposit appears to be the only surviving evidence of the townland boundary,
which would probably have been a hedge. There was no indication of an associated ditch or bank.
Likewise with the curving boundary, this does not seem to have had any particular archaeological
significance.
The roadway
The proposed final trench was not cut, as it was apparent that this was a continuation of the right of
way, which is identified on maps of the area. This roadway extends from the present end of the right
of way (as identified by a wire fence) 275m to the north‐west. The ditch on the southern side is still
evident, while the northern ditch has been eroded by agricultural activity. This roadway is depicted
on both Noble and Keenanʹs map of 1753 and Taylorʹs map of 1783, leading to Oldtown.
Before any development work takes place the shrubbery and undergrowth should be cut back and
removed to enable a detailed topographical/contour survey of the roadway to be completed. It will
then be possible to determine whether further testing is required.
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Appendix 3

Legislative and Policy framework

EIA Legislation
EIA Directive 85/337/EEC as amended by 97/11/EC, 2003/35/EC and 2009/31/EC requires that certain
developments be assessed for likely environmental effects before planning permission can be granted.
This original directive and its amendments were consolidated informally in EIA Directive 2011/92/EU
and further amended 2014/52/EU.
Directive 2014/52/EU that among other factors, information is to be provided on:
‘cultural heritage, including architectural and archaeological aspects’ (Annex IV, Section 3)
Each of these assets is addressed within this assessment report.

Cultural Heritage Legislation
Archaeological Monuments/Sites
Archaeological heritage is protected primarily under the National Monuments Acts 1930‐2004. Section
2 of the 1930 National Monuments Act defines the word ‘monument’ as including:
‘any artificial or partly artificial building, structure, or erection whether above or below the surface of
the ground and whether affixed or not affixed to the ground and any cave, stone, or other natural
product whether forming part of or attached to or not attached to the ground which has been artificially
carved, sculptured or worked upon or which (where it does not form part of the ground) appears to
have been purposely put or arranged in position and any prehistoric or ancient tomb, grave or burial
deposit, but does not include any building which is for the time being habitually used for ecclesiastical
purposes’
Under the 1994 Act, provision was made for a Record of Monuments & Places (RMP). The RMP is a
revised set of SMR (Sites and Monuments Record) maps, on which newly‐discovered sites have been
added and locations which proved not to be of antiquity have been de‐listed by the National
Monuments Service.
In effect, the National Monuments Acts 1930‐2004 provide a statutory basis for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Protection of sites and monuments (RMPs)
Sites with Preservation Orders
Ownership and Guardianship of National Monuments
Register of Historic Monuments (pre‐dating 1700AD)
Licensing of archaeological excavations
Licensing of Detection Devices
Protection of archaeological objects
Protection of wrecks and underwater heritage (more than 100 years old)

In relation to proposed works at or in the vicinity of a recorded archaeological monument, Section 12
(3) of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994 states:
‘When the owner or occupier (not being the Commissioners) of a monument or place which has been
recorded [in the Record of Monuments and Places] or any person proposes to carry out, or to cause or
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permit the carrying out of any work at or in relation to such monument or place, he shall give notice in
writing of his proposal to carry out the work to the Commissioners and shall not, except in the case of
urgent necessity and with the consent of the Commissioners, commence the work for a period of two
months after having given the notice.’
Archaeological artefacts
Section 2 of the 1930 National Monuments Act (amended) defines an archaeological object as (in
summary) any chattel in a manufactured or partly manufactured state or an unmanufactured state but
with an archaeological or historical association. This includes ancient human, animal or plant remains.
Section 9 (1) of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994 states that any such artefact recovered
during archaeological investigations should be taken into possession by the licensed archaeological
director and held on behalf of the state until such a time as they are deposited accordingly subsequent
to consultation with the National Museum of Ireland.
Architectural Sites
In 1997 Ireland ratified the Granada Convention on architectural heritage. This provided the basis for
a national commitment to the protection of the architectural heritage throughout the country. The
Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act
1999 and Local Government (Planning and Development) Act 2000 made the legislative changes
necessary to provide for a strengthening of the protection of architectural heritage. The former Act has
helped to provide for a forum for the strengthening of architectural heritage protection as it called for
the creation of a National Inventory of Architectural Heritage which is used by local authorities for
compiling the Record of Protected Structures (RPS). The Record of Protected Structures (RPS) is set out
in each respective county’s Development Plan and provides statutory protection for these monuments.
Section 1 (1) of the Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic Monuments
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1999 states:
‘architectural heritage means all—
(a) structures and buildings together with their settings and attendant grounds, fixtures and
fittings,
(b) groups of such structures and buildings, and
(c) sites, which are of architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or
technical interest”
The 1999 Act was replaced by the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act 2000 where the
conditions relating to the protection of architectural heritage are set out in Part IV of the Act. Section 57
(1) of the 2000 Act states that:
‘…the carrying out of works to a protected structure, or a proposed protected structure, shall be
exempted development only if those works would not materially affect the character of –
(a) the structure, or
(b) any element of the structure which contributes to its special architectural, historical,
archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest’

Policy Framework
Kildare Development Plan 2017‐2023
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The Kildare Development Plan 2017‐2023 (Volume 1, Chapter 12) sets out general policies and
standards for development within the county. Kildare County Council recognises the value and
significance of the county’s archaeological heritage, and the importance of fostering a greater public
appreciation of this heritage. Through strategies and objectives contained in this Development Plan,
they seek ‘to protect, conserve and manage the archaeological and architectural heritage of the county
and to encourage sensitive sustainable development so as to ensure its survival and maintenance for
future generations’. The stated strategy for the archaeological heritage of the county is to ‘protect and
conserve the archaeological heritage of the county’, and to ‘secure the preservation in‐situ or by record
of all sites and features of historical and archaeological interest’. The following is a selection of policy
statements relating to the protection of the archaeological heritage contained in the County
Development Plan:
AH 1: To manage development in a manner that protects and conserves the archaeological heritage of
the county, avoids adverse impacts on sites, monuments, features or objects of significant historical or
archaeological interest and secures the preservation in‐situ or by record of all sites and features of
historical and archaeological interest. The Council will favour preservation in – situ in accordance with
the recommendation of the Framework and Principals for the Protection of Archaeological Heritage
(1999) or any superseding national policy.
AH 2: Having regard to the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP), the Urban Archaeological Survey
and archaeological sites identified subsequent to the publication of the RMP when assessing planning
applications for development. No development shall be permitted in the vicinity of a recorded feature,
where it detracts from the setting of the feature or which is injurious to its cultural or educational value.
AH 3 Secure the preservation (in‐situ or by record) of all sites, monuments and features of significant
historical or archaeological interest, included in the Record of Monuments and Places and their settings,
in accordance with the recommendations of the Framework and Principles for the Protection of
Archaeological Heritage, DAHG (1999), or any superseding national policy document.
AH 4: To ensure that development in the vicinity of a site of archaeological interest is not detrimental
to the character of the archaeological site or its setting by reason of its location, scale, bulk or detailing
and to ensure that such proposed developments are subject to an archaeological assessment. Such an
assessment will seek to ensure that the development can be sited and designed in such a way as to
avoid impacting on archaeological heritage that is of significant interest including previously unknown
sites, features and objects. To seek the preservation of the built heritage of the city that makes a positive
contribution to the character, appearance and quality of local streetscapes and the sustainable
development of the city.
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Appendix 3

Terms and definitions used

The following sets out the definitions of the terms which are used throughout the report:
(i)

The phrase ‘cultural heritage’ is a generic term used in reference to a multitude of cultural,
archaeological and architectural sites and monuments. The term ‘cultural heritage’, in
compliance with Section 2(1) of the Heritage Act (1995), is used throughout this report in
relation to archaeological objects, features, monuments and landscapes as well as all structures
and buildings which are considered to be of historical, archaeological, artistic, engineering,
scientific, social or technical interest.
For the purpose of this assessment, each identified cultural heritage site is assigned a unique
cultural heritage number with the prefix ‘CH’.

(ii) A feature recorded in the ‘Record of Monuments and Places’ (RMP) refers to a recorded
archaeological site that is granted statutory protection under the National Monuments Act
1930‐2004. When reference is made to the distance between an RMP and the proposed
development site (see below), this relates to the minimal distance separating the site from the
known edge of the RMP. Where the edge of the RMP is not precisely known, the distance relates
to that which separates the site from the boundary of the RMP zone of archaeological potential
as represented on the respective RMP map; where this is applied, it is stated accordingly.
(iii) An ‘area of archaeological potential’ refers to an area of ground that is deemed to constitute
one where archaeological sites, features or objects may be present in consequence of location,
association with identified/recorded archaeological sites and/or identifiable characteristics.
(iv) The term ‘proposed development site’ refers to the defined area of land within which the
proposed development, including access tracks etc, may be constructed.
(v) In relation to the term ‘study area’ please see Section 1.3 above.
(vi) The term ‘receiving environment’ refers to the broader landscape within which the study area
is situated. Examination of the site’s receiving environment allows the study area to be
analysed in its wider cultural context.
(vii) The terms ‘baseline environment’ and ‘cultural heritage resource’ refer to the existing,
identifiable environment against which potential impacts of the proposed scheme may be
measured.
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